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“Let your light shine” 

Today we have had a SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) Review as part of the 

journey to continue to improve the provision that we have in place for our pupils.  

It was great to hear how well that the pupils spoke about their learning and how much progress 

has been made to ensure the very best for our SEND pupils. Our visitors said how lovely and calm 

the school was as they walked around and how inclusive our classrooms are.  

Staff have also had their first professional learning session for this term on cognitive load, and 

how in our teaching we can ensure that we are making our teaching explicit to focus the children 

on the important aspects of the learning.  This also links to the support that you can offer your 

child at home, by continuing to support with their reading, practising timetables, and home 

learning to help them learn and remember more.  

Mrs Lampe Cullen 

Head of School 



At this time of year, we always like to tell our new parents about one of the most special days in 

our school calendar, the Crowning of the May King and Queen.  As you can see from these old 

photographs taken in Ryton-on-Dunsmore, our village has kept this tradition alive for many years 

(hundreds in fact!). 

This year on 24th May, we will pray for fine weather as the May King and Queens (there are 2 this 

year) 2024 are crowned in front of the whole school community.  We are pleased to announce 

that this year, the CEO of our trust, Michael Cowlands, has agreed to crown the King and Queen.  

More details, to follow! 

Rehearsals are underway 

for this years dances. 



 

If I take my eye out, 

would I still be able to 

see as long as the optic 

nerve was still 

attached? 

Why do we need two 

eyes when one can see 

almost the same 

amount?  

How can there 

be light in space 

if it is dark?  

Why do some 

animals have 

vertical pupils? 

Year 6 are learning about light and eyes this half term. They have had really thoughtful 

questions—I wonder if adults could answer them? 

Mrs Gayler 

If  your brain turns the 

image from your eye the 

right way up, could brain 

damage mean that some 

people see images upside 



2 year old places at Ryton-on-Dunsmore Academy. 

We recently sent out a form to assess the level of interest for us accepting 2 year old’s into our 

Nursery.  As we had very few families interested, we are not in a position to offer 2 year old 

places for September. 

Thank you to those parents who took the time to send their thoughts. 

Clubs 

Clubs are very popular at the moment, with a variety to choose from after-school.  If your child 

decides they no longer want to come to the club, or they are unable to attend for one week for 

any reason, please notify the office.  It is a safeguarding risk if the teacher running the club 

does not know who to expect.  Teachers also can’t leave the club to look for children that have 

not arrived. 

Thanks for your support with this. 

Don’t forget to help 
your child climb to 

the top of their 
reading ladder 

before the end of 
April! 



EYFS Star Learner this week is 

Arla 

Year 1 Star Learner this week is  

Valentina 

Year 2 Star Learner this week is  

Louis 

Year 3 Star Learner this week is  

Jaxson 

Year 4 Star Learner this week is  

Sophie 

Year 5 Star Learner this week 

is  

Wyatt 

Year 6 Star Learner this week is  

Zoe 
The “Value Awards” are designed to recognise children 

who show our school values. 

This week, Joe in Year 6 was presented with a Value award 

for respect.  Well done to Joe. 





Banana to show size of jar. 

50p a go 

Pay on Parentpay 

Once payment made, children 
can choose a number from 
Mrs Bale’s poster and write 
their guess down next to the 
number. 

All proceeds to buy school 
resources.  Good luck everyone! 



25th April    Girls Football at Harris School AM (girls involved will 

     receive a letter on Monday)  

2nd May    Teacher training day, school closed to children 

6th May    Bank holiday 

7th May 2.45pm  RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) Parent 

meeting 

w/b 13th May   KS2 Statutory Assessment Tests (SATS) 

17th May    Class Photographs 

     SEND/Early Help Support Meeting, all parents  

     welcome.  2.45pm 

24th May    Crowning of the May King and Queen, Break Up 

3rd June     Teacher training day, school closed to children 

4th June to 7th June  Early Bird Week 

10th June    Year 1 Phonics Screening 

14th June     Fathers day event 

Wb 17th June   DT Week 

26th June    2.45pm Year 5 Come and Learn 

     5pm EYFS New Parents Meeting 

27th June    2.45pm Early Years Come and Learn (Pirate Theme) 

1st July    A week of “Service” 

4th July    Sports Day 

5th July     End of Year Reports 

     Year 6 Leavers Celebration 

10th July     Moving On Day 

11th July     Parents Evening, drop in. 

19th July    Last day of term 

2nd September   Teacher Training Day (set by Local Authority) 

 



 

 

Attendance Update 

Attendance   

Nursery 95% 

Reception 96% 

Year 1 100% 

Year 2 91.4% 

Year 3 95.4% 

Year 4 93.2% 

Year 5 91.6% 

Year 6 99.2% 

 

 

Whole school attendance was 

95.5% this week with 98 

children achieving 100%. 

 

 



Mrs Lampe Cullen’s 

Recommended Reads 

Some legends are born, some are drawn . . . 

Notorious villain Mr White will stop at nothing to wipe out 

colour and creativity everywhere. But he’s gone too far! This 

time he’s lured Peanut’s mum into terrible danger and only 

Peanut and her friends can save her. 

An action-packed mission to the heart of the magical Illus-

trated City tests friendships and leads to a final show down 

that makes Peanut question everything she thought she 

knew . . . 

A prize trip to the Houses of Parliament turns into a much bigger ad-

venture than anyone could have expected in Sufiya Ahmed’s new book. 

Suhana is surprised when her design for a Christmas card for their local 

MP wins her a prize, but excited to be going into the Houses of Parlia-

ment. She’s always quick to learn and interested in what’s going on 

and spots a group of Fridays for Future protesters outside. She’s just as 

interested learning about the Suffragettes from their tour guide – sadly 

she’s got personal experience of prejudice as their teacher Mr Hayes is 

always quick to criticise her, without cause. 

Things take a dramatic turn when Suhana and her classmates Mia and 

Ayaan suddenly find themselves transported back in time to 1911. Su-

hana meets the real life Lolita Roy and is amazed to find that Indian 

people were living in London then – she had no idea - and that some 

were suffragists. She also makes friends with a girl like her, Reena, and 

is even tempted to stay in the 20th century until she realises it’s up to 

her to get her classmates back to the future. 
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