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It was wonderful to see all the STEM (Science, technology, Engineering, Maths) based activities

across school this week as part of science week, after Mrs Collins launched science week with a

special assembly at the start of the week. There has been planting, flowers and mixing different

liquids - all of which the children have loved. It was also lovely to welcome Reception class from St
Oswal ds Academy for the day to wor k anMisskEearh| abo
and Miss Courtenay offered the children a range of activities, my favourite was the shrinking paper
keyrings which all children were able to design and take home.

Miss Cullen, Head Teacher

Scientists in Simon Class used red cabbage to
make a Ph indicator. They then tested different
substances to see what their Ph was.

Wil de Class worked on ol e
Class tried chromatography to discover which

colours make up different colours. The class

also worked to find a way to make 2 lightbulbs

light independently of each other with switches.

It took a lot of thinking and every hand but they
succeeded!
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EYFS teachers from Ryton-on-Dunsmore and St Oswald’'s Academies came P

together to create an inspiring and creative STEM day for the children last
week. Using resources, knowledge and staff from both settings allowed
them to create a huge range of activities for the children to experience.
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Combining the classes gave more opportunities for adult
led activities such as making shrinking key-rings, using
biomimicry to create flying objects, pre-coding activities
and seed planting.
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Tea Pamrty

Children booked into the
Ark last Monday were
treated to
Hatter 6s Tea
games, a lucky dip and
an amazing spread

including sandwiches,
scones, crisps and a

choice of squash or real
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A RYTON ON DUNSMORE ACADEMY

Easter Bonnet/Crown/Headband Parade
2.45pm Friday 11th April
£1 per child to enter, Easter Egg prize.
Raffle £1 for 1 ticket: £2 for 3 tickets: £5 for 8 tickets
Raffle Tickets and Parade entry can be purchased on
Parentpay.
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Do you have a birthday coming up? Are you

~ looking for a non chocolate Easter present? If you 3 * 3
"\h ‘missed the book fair or would still like a book,

. the books are still available. Come and see Miss

Barton after school in yr 1 and we can sort out a

v 30

"“W" ,(Teenage books and book sets also available)
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AL The National College, cur WakeUpWednedday guides empower and equip parems, corers ond ed % with the fidd and procticol skills to be able to have infermaed and age-cppeopriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climote chonge. Formerly delivered by National Online Sofety, these guides now address wider topics and themes,

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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USING! JE@“NOLOGY TO
'IBOOST'READING SKILLS

The way we engage with text has changed dramatically over the years. Whether reading captions on soclal media, Instructions
in a video game or an e-book on a digital device, technology plays a major role in modern literacy. While traditional books
remain invaluable, digital tools can enhance reading skills by making text more accessible, interactive and engaging.
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT _
Y TVPE OF TEXT /L_ ,

Before imegrating lechnology, consider the types
of text that a child engages with, If they need help
on occasion, digital reading pens con assist by
scanning and reciting words or sentences. These
toals are sspeciclly useful for stud with readi
difficuities, maconmnboundlnom nhvy‘n
part of their routi gp
Mlv\gowwocﬁmonnquind buuhvyconbo
a great help when tackiing printed text.

2 READING ON SCREEN

Mary devices now allow users to customise

toxt for better readability. Adjusting fomt type, size
and background colour can significontly enhance
comprehension. For many readers, white texton o
block bockground is the sasiest to see, wherecs
ather styles - such os dyslexio-friendly fonts - are
designed to hedp those who are struggling.
Teaching children how to personalise text settings
on their devices empowers them to read more
comfortably and with greater confidence.

3 ACCESSIBILITY TOOLS @

o moeom devices include bullt-in 1ools
t readers. These features

con be found In mlngl under Accessibility and
may include mn-oa-apncﬁ ipeech-to-text and

magnificati bling these tools
oan molu dlgnnl reading more user Mondry

ly for with ) g difficulties or

visuol impclrmom who might have an easier time
with spoken language than the written word, or who
might simply require o closer lock ot the text,
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4 INTERACTIVE READING
PROGRAMMES

Many digitol reading devices, such os Kindle
and other e-readers, offer features like woed
highlighting, adjustable text speed and built-in
dictionarios. These tools help learners to break
down complex words and phrases while
maimaining an appropriate mading pace. Some
programmes even allow users to track their
progress, making reading a more structured and
mativating sxperence.

g VIDEO GAMES AND
READING SKILLS

Mmy vldoo oomu nquln ployers to reod

gues ond missh
objectives, moklng m-m on unexpected but
effective literacy tool. Games thot involve
storytelling, puzzies or probk iving often
include lorge amounts of text - oncowoglng
children to read these texts aloud or discuss them
can improve their comprahandion and vocabulary in
@ fun, engaging way.

I i oed
Meet Qur Expert

Cotrina Lowri is o guoiied speciol needs teacher and experienced
SENCO. She recently launched her own site, Nouroteochers, which offers
a library of ahort, ‘how-to’ and explanation videos for educators, Catrina
also writes and delivers online training and events for multi-academy
trusts, businesses, sohools and training organisations.

x @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwthenationalcollege

¢ SUBTITLES AND

* CLOSED CAPTIONS 5,
Watching videos with subtities or closed
coptions is an effective way to enhance reading
skills. As children wotch their fovourite shows or
online videos, they can follow along with the text,
gaining a better understanding of how written words
sound wheon spoken aloud. This Is particulary
beneficial for reluctant recders, o it exposes them to
words in a familion, engaging context. Repeatedly
watching content with subtities reinforces word
recognition and comprahension.
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7 USING AUDIOBOOKS ":

Audiobooks are an excellent way to develop
listening and reading skills simultanecusty.
Childran can follow along with the text while
listening to @ narrator, reinforcing word recognition
and fuency. For struggling readers, listening to an
oudiobook before pling to read the text
independentty can boost their confidence and
comprehension.
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) TEXT-TO-VOICE
TECHNOLOGY

Text-1o-voice software reads digital text aloud,
molking it easier for leamers to follow along. Most
smartphones, tablets ond computers come with
this function built in, When encbled, uters can
highlight a passage or sentence and press Play to
hear it read alowd. This tool is particularty helpéul for
ouditery leamars and those who struggle with
decoding written words,
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g VOICE-TO-TEXT FOR
WRITING AND READING

Voice-to-text 1ools allow uiers 1o dictale words,
which are then transcribed nho toxt. This Owtun
helps chil see the

and written longuoge. By using text-10- -voice to
have their dictated words read back to them,
leamers can identity mistakes and improve their
recding and writing skills simultanecusly.

s

io SOCIAL MEDIA AND
PARENTAL CONTROLS e

Whllo sociol media provides opponm 101

g, most platiorrn ..hcwogo-"-.
13-16 y-on old, ap | guidance {
Many secial media vid include captions and
commants thot con encourage reading, Mowever, it's
important to use the platiorm's parental controls
(such as time limits and content filters) to create o
safe and ed ienal online e "t for
children. Encouraging responsible soclal media use
©on ensure a balanced and productive opprooch to
digital literacy,
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No Bability is entered into, Current as of the date of relecse: 05032025




Pupil Premium

Help Us Access Additional Funding for Your Child’s Education

We want to ensure that all our pupils receive the best possible support in school. Did you
know that your child may be eligible for additional funding through the Pupil Premium? This
funding is provided to schools by the government to help support eligible children and
improve their educational experiences.

Your child may be eligible for Pupil Premium if you receive any of the following:

- Income Support

- Income-Based Jobseeker’s Allowance

- Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance

- Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

- The Guaranteed Element of Pension Credit

- Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an
annual gross income below £16,190)

- Universal Credit with a household income below £7,400 a year (after tax and not including
any benefits you receive)

Even if your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 and already receives free school meals as
part of the government’s Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme, applying for Pupil
Premium means the school receives extra funding to provide further support for your child.

Applying is quick and easy, and it can make a real difference to the resources, support, and
opportunities we can provide for all our pupils.

All applications are confidential, and registering will not affect any other benefits you
receive.

Thank you for your support in helping us provide the
best possible education for your child.

If you think you may be eligible, please go to:-
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
Year 2 Parents:

This message is particularly important as Universal Infant Free
School Meals ends at the end of Year 2.
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Ryton-on-Dunsmore Academy Stars

EYFS Star Learner this week is

Oliver
Year 1 Star Learner this week is

Jessica

Year 2 Star Learner this week is

Year 3 Star Learner this week is .
William

All pupils in Simon Class

Value AWGde Year 4 Star Learner this week is

. Year 5 Star Learner this week is

The oValue Awardsdé are designed tbeigrht@'&ognise cf
who show our school values.

Niambh is the latest recipient, for showing all our values

every day.
Well done Niamh! Year 6 Star Learner this week is
LOVE Daniel
HONESTY
FAIRNESS

RESPECT
FORGIVENESS




97 children were entered into the
Monday Attendance Raffle, using
attendance data from last week.

Each of the 97 children had a number

and a randon number generator was
used.
The winner was Bella from Year 2!

Well done to all 97 children for their
excellent attendance last week.
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Equates

Attendance f%{‘:m k ’ PERFECTION

Nursery N - w IMPRESSIVE
Reception - v ON THE RIGHT TRACK
Year 1

- ’ NEARLY THERE

Year 2 Cb Yy P y - [ NEEDS TO IMPROVE

Year 3 7% -
Cb p"“"" - v CONCERNS
St Nmna m
A - w SERIOUS CONCERNS

...being in school at least 97%
of time (184 to 190 days)

D))

175 days non term days

All this time for shopping,
10 Days holidays, appointments etc...

gvery Day Coung,
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90% 80%

attendance attendance attendance

100%

attendance attendance

365 days in a calendar year

very poor attendance
Best chances of serious impact on education
success and reduced life chances

Be InSCHOOL
Be On TIME
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Spring HAF 2025
Holiday Activities & Food (HAF) Programme

Dear Parent/Carer,

The Department for Education (DfE) funds the Holiday Activities &
Food (HAF) programme. HAF provides young people the opportunity to
access enriching activities alongside healthy meals over the main

school holidays at Easter, Summer & Christmas.

Please note that this programme is entirely separate from the
Local Welfare Scheme's household support funding (i.e.
supermarket HUGGG vouchers).

Each eligible young person (in full-time education from reception to
Year 11 who receives benefits-related free school meals) with a HAF
code can access a maximum of 4 funded sessions during our
Spring delivery (Easter). Families have the flexibility to book with
multiple activity providers if desired. All activity providers can
request additional funding for 1-to-1 support if this is required,
however this will depend on their staff availability and
qualifications. We do have a number of SEND- specific activities
which may be a more suitable option.

Family Information Service

0200 408 1558
. . fisi@warwickshine.gowv.uk
Warwickshire Facebook: BWarwickshirerIS CHILD

County Council FRIENDLY

WAHWICK SHIRE
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Eligible families need to request a HAF Code via a brief online form. This
can be found at or you can scan the QR
code below. HAF codes are valid for the academic year, so if you've had
a HAF code starting with a "W’ before, the same code can be used. If you
need codes to be re-sent, just send us an email via

For families not in receipt of benefits-related free school meals, we can
release a limited number of HAF codes for each delivery period. A
separate referral form will need to be completed on behalf of your
family, if you're facing a significant financial barrier and one (or more) of
the following criteria apply:

« Have an allocated family support worker or social worker

* On an open early help plan

& Your child{ren) acts as a young carer
The referral form is available upon request from a
professional/allocated worker or school contact through
hafprogramme@warwickshire.gov.uk

Spring activity listings will be available online from Monday 10th
March 2025. Within this information will be details of how all
activities can be booked using an eligible HAF code.

Scan the QR code below to visit the HAF website.

Thank you for your continued engagement
with the Warwickshire HAF programme.
Please contact us directly if you have any
gueries related to the HAF scheme.

Warwickshire HAF Team

Eamily Intormation Serdog
ety (28 1558

fizfPearsickshire.gov.uk
Warwickshire Facebook: @YWarwickshine?1S
County Council




Friday 21st March
24th March

Tuesday 25th March
Thursday 27th March

1st and 2nd April
2nd April
2nd/3rd April
Friday 11th April

Monday 28th April

Monday 5th May

Monday 12th May (2:45pm)
Friday 23rd May

Monday 2nd June
Tuesday 3rd June
2nd-6th June
Oth-13th June
11th June 2.45pm

Monday 30th June
Wednesday 2nd July
Thursday 3rd July
Friday 11th July

MUSICIANS WANTED

Places are available to learn keyboard, guitar, ukulele and singing at school. Learning an instrument promotes
confidence and other skills such as multitasking. To register your child's interest please send an email to
Chris@truemusic.uk

Think Tank Trip for Years 34 5 and 6

Assessment Week (Children will be assesses for Maths,

English and Reading levels)
SEN Reviews

Mot her 6s Day event

our original plan due to staffing changes)

SEN Reviews

Parent Consultation Meetings
Kenilworth Castle trip

SEN Reviews

Break up for Easter holiday

2.45pm Easter Parade and Raffle draw
Back to School

Bank Holiday

(Thi s

Relationships, Sex, Health Education Parent Meeting

Crowning of the May King and Queen, break up for half

term holiday

Teacher Training Day

Back to School

Year 4 Multiplication Check
KS1 Phonics Check

Wilde Class Come and Learn
Fat herds Day Event
New parent meeting 5pm, Early Years
Moving On Day

Sports Day and Picnic

End of year reports given out

dat
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Recommended Reads

Puloma must summon immense courage to rescue a captive
bear in this gripping adventure from award -winning author Jas-
binder Bilan, set in the Indian countryside, brought to life by
beautiful illustrations from Skylar White.

Can Puloma save Nyla the bear and herself at the same time?

Unwanted and lonely living with her unkind aunt, Puloma ends
up running away with the circus. She's relieved to find work and
a place to live but can't understand why the other circus work-
ers are constantly worried about the police finding them.

The reason for their fears is the circus's star act a dancing
sloth bear called Nyla. This form of cruelty is now illegal in In-
dia, and when Puloma sees Nyla being mistreated, she decides
to try to help her escape &

This gorgeous book follows the journey of a little seed as it becomes a flow-
er. Filled with a wealth of novelty elements, including cut-outs and flaps,
children will discover cute animals including squirrels gathering acorns,
sleepy mice hibernating and busy bees pollinating flowers as they follow a

little seed being carried by the breeze.

With stunning artwork and lyrical storytelling, this interactive book beautiful-
ly explains the magic of nature's cycles and will keep little ones captivated

for hours.



