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| hope you all had a lovely and relaxing half-term break. It was wonderful to welcome the
children and families back on Tuesday, and | have really enjoyed catching up with many of you at
the school gates. As always, please do continue to speak to me or any member of my team if you
have any concerns or worries—we are always here to support you and your children.

This week is Science week. In school, each class will take the opportunity to allow scientific
experiments based around the theme of the year which is '‘Change and Adapt'. Reception will be
having a very exciting stem day with St Oswald's Academy on the 12" of March which | know
Miss Fearn is very much looking forward to. We will also be holding a science fair competition,
please see attached letter within this newsletter.

We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day on Thursday! There is information further
on in this newsletter with all the key details, so please do take a look. It's always a fantastic event
that encourages a love of reading across the school.

Miss Cullen, Head Teacher

WORLD

To celebrate World Book Day on BEEYK Ce | e b rote WO r | d

Thursday 6th March we are
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encouraging children to create a B O O k D{:] U

headband/headdress/hat about
their favourite character or book.

with us!

They will parade them in
assembly and every class will be
marking the day with special
events and work. After school
there will be a Reading Cafe for
adults and children to come and
enjoy books with a drink and

biscuit.

JARY ik Rogahn el g

AT (R SN\ Tl



WORLD

BOOK

DAY

Book Fair

We are having a Book fair on Thursday 6th March.
Below, is the range of the books available and some prices.

Children will be brought down in class groups to look at the
books, you can send in some money in a named envelope if
you want them to get a book.

We will also be on in the hall after school on Thursday for you
to look together and buy.

Reading often is a very important factor for how well your child
will do in school. Give them a head start.

For more information see Miss Barton (Year 1).
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Upcoming Menu Changes
Available for children who book school meals on 4th March, pancake station!
Also, World Book Day menu as below.

Order as normal with class teacher on the day.

Amendment from Educaterers:-

We reported in last weeks newsletter that Educaterers are offering a “Pasta of the Day” option
from after Easter. This was sent to us in error, we will continue to have 3 choices per day.
Apologies. New menu on the next page!

Children order as normal on the day. Jacket
Potato is still an option on World Book Day.

ed UCatepers'
® cMucaterers

2 Hapry Netiongy BOOK DAY

panca"e Day Harry Potters Bangers and Mash (,%
Tuesday Uth Mardh 2095 oS tw
' ‘ (v.h) Gruffalo Quesadilla (wrap filled

with peppers, onions and cheese) (G.D)
Served with Potato Wedges, \8
201
Vegetables of the Day DAF
or Salad A

(h)James and the Giant Peach Meiba
sponge and Custard (G.E)
or
(v)Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Mousse (D)

1 ’ ree al ves Al
Pancake Qtation Mg S
- ﬁ (Chooge from the following toPPings:
L fruit in Juice
Choice of Cauces + .
P B Tradit(i;x‘)l Lemon £ Qugar I Let's Imaktlr, ou‘: children
— len gurup jove books, .
"o"m or ("uit Jam s :e‘ so that books become

the needs of our children.”

Allergen free alternatives arealso available  hat, S Your favourite?
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Tel: 024 7630 2166
school.office@rytonondunsmore.covmat.org
https:/fwww.rytonondunsmore.covmat.org/

RYTON-ON-DUNSMORE PROVOST WILLIAMS CofE ACADEMY
SODENS AVENUE, RYTON-ON-DUNSMORE, CV8 3FF
HEADTEACHER Sherrise Cullen

School Science Fair 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

This year we are excited to run a Science Fair as part of Science Week which kick off on the 7th
March with class teacher and throughout the week, children will have the opportunity to explore
difference experiments in line with this year’s theme of ‘Change and adapt’.

The children are invited to produce a project that can be an experiment to answer a question, a
problem and solution or a research project. It can be on any area of science that interests your child.
Questions could be something like How do polar bears survive in such chilly climates without
freezing? How does our body make antibodies? Why does sound change when it travels through
different materials?

When your child has carried out their investigation or research, they have to make a display board to
communicate their learning to others. This needs to have three panels of information (as shown)

and can be made from a large cardboard box, opened out, painted or covered in wrapping paper and
held together with tape.

This display board should show the project title/question/problem, what your child thinks the
answer is, what they did, what they found and a conclusion. If they want, they can include a small
model or experiment and/or project notes.

All projects need to be in school in the week beginning Monday 24" March and our School Science
Fair will take place on Friday 28" March. A panel of judges will help to choose the best projects,
(the categories are EYFS, KS1 and KS2) and will be awarded a prize. All children will be awarded a
certificate for participation.

There is also a national Poster Competition which the children can also take part in if they wish to.

Further details can be found at:-

X

Poster competition - British Science Week e =) B
problem _oama|[—u |
/é 7 4 / ‘ Resujts

1S

Yours sincerely wypothe ' o .
/ Photos = Photos Conclusiop
=1 (IC ]

Mrs J Collins ateria'® C N

Year 2 Class Teacher el L — |

\

/ # [/ Project

Models & /or / Journal
Experiment o


https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/

Respect | Forgiveness
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Lots of studies suggest that hearing and seeing words at the same time supports reading: in
reading lessons, teachers model fluent reading while children listen and follow the written word.

How you can help at home:
If you are watching a programme, try turning the subtitles on.

Early Years Maths What do children learn at school in the Early Years?
In Reception and Nursery, children develop their understanding of numbers through counting and calculating simple
addition and subtraction problems. They also use shapes and measurements to explore the world around them.

Counting games and activities
You can count just about anything, from toys and games to clothes and food.

Speech and Language

Talking to your child is one of the best things you can do to encourage their speech and language skills.
Talk to them about their day - if they don’t say much, ask them questions to allow them to open up.

/,_F What was the best thing about your day?
Was there anything that made you sad?
What games did you play at breaktime?

What was your favourite thing you ate for lunch?
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Ryton-on-Dunsmore Academy Stars

EYFS Star Learner this week is

Chinomso-
Year 1 Star Learner this week is
Gerowrd
Year 2 Star Learner this week is
Year 3 Star Learner this week is Volentina
Cilov
Value AWCH’dS Year 4 Star Learner this week is

P Patrick
' Year 5 Star Learner this week is

The "Value Awards” are designed to recognise children Joey
who show our school values.

Daisy is the latest recipient, for showing all our values every
day.
Year 6 Star Learner this week is

LOVE Tleanor-Rose
HONESTY

Well done James!

FAIRNESS
RESPECT
FORGIVENESS




AL The Notienal College, our WakeUpWednesdoy guides empower and equip porents, conirs and educotors with the confidence end procticol skills to be abile Lo have indormed and age-appropriote
conversations with children about oniine solety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate chonge. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics ond themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationolcollege.com.

tor:s[f‘l\&e‘d tojknow'about
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WELLBEINGJAPPS

when looking at options for supporting a child’s mental health, the sheer volume can be overwhelming.
There are many wellbeing apps available, but unfortunately not all are trustworthy. It's important to

evaluate which resources are suitable, reliable and effective. This guide lets you know what to consider

before installing such an app, to determine just how useful it's going to be.

" QUALITY & RELIABILITY

Mantol health cpps can be o uselul starting
point when looking for wellbeing advice and
strategies and can be a useful extension to the
in-person services availoble. However, they
arent a substitute. Information on the quality of
some of these apps is scarce. They may look
cute and child-friendly, but have they been
designed by a health professional?
Furthermore, do they have research to back up
their content?

-

PLACE RESPONSIBILITY @

ON CHILDREN

Some opps odd the words %ids’ or ‘children’ to
their title or use cartoon icons to moke them

’ maore appealing to young people. When signing
B up for some of these opps, some will speak to
5 | the parent directly, saying soemething along the

. Bnes of “Your child is good to go. Let theen take it
. from here”, It's importont to remain involved in
" the child’s mental health joumey, so regular

Y check-ing are recommanded.

o L —

DISREGARDING _
APPROPRIATE SUPPORT g

Young people who feel anxious and have trouble
sleeping maoy download a mindfulness opp to
help. While this Is a good strategy initially, It's
not addressing the root of the problem. A child
could simply try managing these symptoms

th Ives (o3 opposed to s out and
weking professional help), which could
potentially worsen their anxiety in the long run.

- v
} [

LACK OF
PERSONALISATION

Mental health or wellbeing apps are ussful tools
for the short term, teaching users severol helpful
habits to manoge their condition - such as
keoping an iliness diory, improving nutrition and
practising mindfulness exerclses. As every
person is unique - and children especially will
grow ond develop in different ways = thess opps
struggle to tallor th Ives to users’ Indivi
needs. For example, many apps don't
distinguish between the ages of users and con
offer extremely generic advice.

RER TN .
DATA SECURITY

As with any other opp — not just those for
maental haalth and wellbaing - it's wise to check
out the privacy policy bedore downloading it.
Some of these applications may share data with
third parties for numerous recsons (such as
targeted advertisaments), and ¥ a user is
sharing personal and sensitive information
within the app, they probobly don't want it
onding up elsewhere without their consent.

- o q
IN-APP PURCHASES

Many apps will provide their most basic features
for free but will require you to pay for other
ospects - such as a more tallored experience or
occess Lo additional redcurces. This could be o
one-off fee or a reguilar subscription. Consider
whether this is actually required. Is it benefiting
the child, or could they receive the same

‘. support from o medicol professional?

>

(¥ CMECK THE CREDIBILITY OF THE APP o

Before you download o mental health and wellbeing app, investigote
the developers. Have they consulted with gualified mental health professionals to
create their rescurce? Also check whether the app is affiliated with any government or
mental health crganisations, as these are solid indicators of legitimacy. Reviews can

. also be o uselul signpost 10 the cpp's quality. These are many good apps cut thers, but
there are just os mony that miss the mark.

READ THE PRIVACY POLICY

Look Into the app’s terms of service - especially its privacy policy.
Do 30 by yourself first, then go over it with the child who is

. considering using the app, to ensure they know what dota will be
collected and how exoctly it will be used. Use oll of this Information to
make an educated decision on whether or not to dewnload that
particulor app.

)

Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutherlond is on online safety consultant, educotor and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She hos written various academic papers and
corried out research for the Australion government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia. Wik

Source: Sae full reference list on guide page ot: nttps://nationalcolege.comfguides/mental-health-apps

X @wake_up_weds K3 /wuwthenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday

Advice for Parents & Educators <

SEEK PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT =N

Trusted mental health and welibeing opps designed by qualitied, reputable A
erganisations con be used alongside the personalised advice and support of fully
trained professionals. Thess opps shoulkd never be considered a substitute for
counselling or other tallored medioal help. if you have real concermns about a child’s
mantal wellbeing, you should seek appropriate advice from a suitable source, such as
their GP - or Childline, who can be contacted by calling 0800111

ENCOURAGE OPEN COMMUNICATION

Mental health and welibeing opps con be useful for writing down feelings,
tracking your own health and other such activities. These can help i the problem
is short-term and temporary - such as a child getting stressed about approaching
sxams = or i you're currently waiting for professional support, Nonetheless, it is
Important thot children aren’t solely reflant on the opp and hove a sofe spoce to talk
about their feelings and experiences in the real werld.

o}t @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion, No Bability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.122024



From Monday 10th March, for the next 4
weeks, Miss Cullen will be drawing a
raffle in assembly. The names of all

children who had 100% attendance the

previous week will be entered into the

draw for a prize!

In addition, children who manage to
achieve a perfect 100% attendance for
3rd to 28th March will ALL receive a
eprize from Miss Cullen on 31st March.




Attendance Update

Please note that if your child is ill you must still contact us every day to let us know

DEV
School

100% 92% 90% 80%

Equates
Attendance fgggm k ’ PERFECTION
Norsery [100% | T I gl -
Reception - v ON THE RIGHT TRACK
Year 1 - ’ NEARLY THERE
Year 2 - [ £ NEEDS TO IMPROVE
Year3  |100% b
Year 4 95.5%
- w SERIOUS CONCERNS
Year 5 94.2%
Year 6 ...being in school at least 97%
of time (184 to 190 days)
| 5
§ 175 days non term days
[ All this time for shopping,
(10} 10 Days holidays, appointments etc...
© absence
c e
9 B
l 5=
(8} oo
gvery Day Count, o @
(3 )i—
ﬁ o 152
> o~
- —
Ty)
]
™

attendance atte attendance attendance attendance

very poor attendance
serious impact on education
and reduced life chances

Best chances of
success

Be InSCHOOL

i
Be (

nTIME
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Last date to order is 13th

March. We cannot accept

late orders as the school

% v AN
o~
this date. 5N & '

kitchen will place order on
%rL]g??

MOTHER'S DAY

Afternoon Tea
THURSDAY 27th MARCH

1.30-3PM

Parents/carers are invited to join their children for an
afternoon tea in the school hall on Thursday 27th March.
Children will have lunch as normal then join their adult for a
cake and drink during the afternoon. Adults can order their
Afternoon Tea by paying on Parentpay. The tea will consist of
a plate with small sandwiches (ham salad and cheese) cakes

B and scone with jam and cream.
\ \ There will be tea and coffee to help yourself to.
D/ 4 The cost is £6.00 per adult.
Due to the popularity of the event in the past, timeslots will

be sent our by text. If you require a specific time, please
email the office on
school.parents@rytonondunsmore.covmat.org

We look forward to seeing you

Adults only need to pay once as we will bring siblings together at the time slot you are given.
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Spring HAF 2025
Holiday Activities & Food (HAF) Programme

Dear Parent/Carer,

The Department for Education (DfE) funds the Holiday Activities &
Food (HAF) programme. HAF provides young people the opportunity to
access enriching activities alongside healthy meals over the main

school holidays at Easter, Summer & Christmas.

Please note that this programme is entirely separate from the
Local Welfare Scheme's household support funding (i.e.
supermarket HUGGG vouchers).

Each eligible young person (in full-time education from reception to
Year 11 who receives benefits-related free school meals) with a HAF
code can access a maximum of 4 funded sessions during our
Spring delivery (Easter). Families have the flexibility to book with
multiple activity providers if desired. All activity providers can
request additional funding for 1-to-1 support if this is required,
however this will depend on their staff availability and
qualifications. We do have a number of SEND- specific activities
which may be a more suitable option.

Family Information Service

0200 408 1558
. . fisi@warwickshine.gowv.uk
Warwickshire Facebook: BWarwickshirerIS CHILD

County Council FRIENDLY

WAHWICK SHIRE
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Eligible families need to request a HAF Code via a brief online form. This
can be found at or you can scan the QR
code below. HAF codes are valid for the academic year, so if you've had
a HAF code starting with a "W’ before, the same code can be used. If you
need codes to be re-sent, just send us an email via

For families not in receipt of benefits-related free school meals, we can
release a limited number of HAF codes for each delivery period. A
separate referral form will need to be completed on behalf of your
family, if you're facing a significant financial barrier and one (or more) of
the following criteria apply:

« Have an allocated family support worker or social worker

* On an open early help plan

& Your child{ren) acts as a young carer
The referral form is available upon request from a
professional/allocated worker or school contact through
hafprogramme@warwickshire.gov.uk

Spring activity listings will be available online from Monday 10th
March 2025. Within this information will be details of how all
activities can be booked using an eligible HAF code.

Scan the QR code below to visit the HAF website.

Thank you for your continued engagement
with the Warwickshire HAF programme.
Please contact us directly if you have any
gueries related to the HAF scheme.

Warwickshire HAF Team

Eamily Intormation Serdog
ety (28 1558

fizfPearsickshire.gov.uk
Warwickshire Facebook: @YWarwickshine?1S
County Council




Tuesday 4th March
Wednesday 5th March
Thursday 6th March
Friday 21st March
24th March

Tuesday 25th March
Thursday 27th March

1st and 2nd April
2nd/3rd April
Friday 11th April
Monday 28th April
Monday 5th May

Monday 12th May (2:45pm)

Friday 23rd May

Monday 2nd June
Tuesday 3rd June
2nd-6th June
9th-13th June
11th June 2.45pm

Monday 30th June
Wednesday 2nd July
Thursday 3rd July
Friday 11th July

Pancake station for dessert for children with hot meals
Movie Night

World Book Day

Think Tank Trip for Years 34 5 and 6

Assessment Week (Children will be assesses for Maths,
English and Reading levels)

SEN Reviews

Mother’s Day event (This date has been amended from
our original plan due to staffing changes)

SEN Reviews

Parent Consultation Meetings

SEN Reviews

Break up for Easter holiday

Back to School

Bank Holiday

Relationships, Sex, Health Education Parent Meeting
Crowning of the May King and Queen, break up for half
term holiday

Teacher Training Day

Back to School

Year 4 Multiplication Check

KS1 Phonics Check

Wilde Class Come and Learn

Father's Day Event

New parent meeting 5pm, Early Years

Moving On Day

Sports Day and Picnic

End of year reports given out
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Recommended Reads
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An accessible and visually arresting picture book about the Br. Bee . Vavaglakis
smallest known and most mysterious particle of matter, for the e temens

youngest scientific minds. | am one of the most mysterious
particles in the universe. I'm tiny and light, and | can pass right
through you. In fact, trillions of me fly through your body every
second. I'm ... a NEUTRINO! Before you finish reading this sen-
tence, trillions upon trillions of neutrinos will have passed
through your body. Not sure what a neutrino is?

This dazzling picture book from a renowned cosmologist intro-
duces young readers to the smallest bits of matter known to
exist. And they exist everywhere! Filled with fascinating, full-
bleed illustrations that swirl and splash the cosmos to life, this
incredible STEM title shows us the wonders of our universe, en-
couraging children and future Nobel Prize-winners to dream of
their own groundbreaking discoveries.

An introduction to fifty extraordinary discoveries, inventions and designs by inspirational women.
From windscreen wipers to the life raft; coffee filters to emergency flares; Apollo Mission software to
Monopoly: women have discovered, invented and designed some of the most important things we
all take for granted, but many of their names are unknown. Meet incredible inventors from around
the world and learn how inventions happen. This beautifully illustrated book is a guide to remarkable,
practical, skilful and amazing inventions by women who have made their mark on history. With a step
-by-step guide to inspire and encourage readers to come up with their own inventions, Bright Sparks
is an empowering book that celebrates the minds of women that resulted in some of the most strik-
ing discoveries, inventions and designs in history.
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JOIN THE CLASS OF 2025)
JUNIOR BAKE OFF

... IS LOOKING FOR BRILLIANT BAKERS, AGES
9-15 FOR THE NEXT NEW AND EXCITING
SERIES!

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
SUNDAY 23RD MARCH

APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK
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\ | 4 G " Rugby Foodbank gave
EA out 7089 parcels
J > (ast year .
37% went to children!

Between April &August 2024

BRANCAB dealt with 225 cases relating to
council tax debt.

449 of these cases were for single
parents.

66%0 were female.

46%o had long term health conditions.

Rugby Foodbank are working to support families and would
like to hear stories from local parents who have experienced
council tax debt which has contributed to needing help

from a Foodbank.

Come and chat to us at
Shine A Light cafe
Wednesday 12th March
1030-12.00

Email: cstephens@hope't.org.uk
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‘A Night at the Opera’

VA4
YWITH

RUGBY PHILHARMONIC SINFONIA AND
THE DUNCHURCH BOUGHTON JUNIOR
SCHOOL MUSIC AMBASSADORS
CONDUCTOR: LAURENCE PANTER

Including Opera Choruses from:
Carmen, Gilbert & Sullivan,
Gough, Borodin, Wagner,
Mascagni, Bizet and more

Advance tickets £13 (£15 on the door) - children under 16 free
available from: 01788 540380 OR events@rughbyphilharmonic.org.uk

Scan the QR code above, or wsr!r HHps:’.’wegottickets.com/event/645821

THE TEMPLE SPEECH ROOM, RUGBY AT 7:30PM

permission of the Haad Master




