Ryton-on-Dunsmore Provost Williams

Church of England Academy

@RytonPWAcademy

“Let your [/:9/# shine”

As we enter the final week of term, which is hard to believe, it amazing to see all that has been
achieved. From our Christmas fair last week which raised over £900 to the range of trips and
experiences that the children across the school have been able to enjoy. Year 6 were the first to
attend The Frontier Centre, our choir sang at the Cathedral as well as JLR Christmas party and we
have held a range of opportunities for parents to come into school to share in the learning.

We finished last week off with a whole school trip to St Leonard's Church. The Christingle service was
lead by out new Minister-in-Charge, Malcolm Ingram. It was wonderful to be back at the Church and
listening to the children sing and learn as a whole school. Each child was then able to make their own
Christingle and understand what each element represents. Thank you to Tesco for their donation of
oranges, organised by 2 pf our parents, Miss Kelly and Mr Scott-Elder.

Looking forward to the final week, we have a jam-packed schedule, with our annual panto trip, two
Nativity performances and two Christmas Carols performances before our final day of term, the

annual Ryton Christmas Day event.

From all the staff at Ryton on Dunsmore Academy, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Miss Cullen, Head Teacher




Lord, we ask that their joy will be full in this

season!

We pray they will enjoy celebrating you,
receiving gifts and presents, and being with
their family.

Help us remind them of your great love
towdrds them and why you deserve all the
glory in this festive period.

After a number of years at Ryton on Dunsmore
Academy, Mrs Witter has decided that it is time for a
new challenge and will be leaving us. | want to take
this opportunity to thank Mrs Witter for all that she
has done for the children at our school over the years,
including her support the PTA and school events. Mrs
Witter, we all wish you the very best in all future
adventures!
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AL The National College, cur WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip porents, corers ond educotors with the confidence and procticol skills to be able to have infermed and ege-cppropriate
conversations with children cbout online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climote chonge. Formerly defivered by National Online Sofety, these guides now address wider topics and themes,
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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— 10 Top TipsiforParents and Educators

SAFETY OVER THE FESTIVE SEASON

4

,f{ The holiday season, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but also presents unique safety
3 challenges for children, families and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveling and family gatherings to
_ '.J&f managing digital actlvity during school breaks, staying safe during this perlod requires helghtened awareness. This
L guide offers practical tips to help families and educators maintain a more secure and fulfilling festive period.

STAVVIGILANT /)
& ON THE ROAD OO
Increased holiday traffic heightens the risk of accidants
for both drivers and pedestrians. Distrocted driving,
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Children spend more time online during school holidays,
Increasing expoiure to potential dangers such as
cyberbullying, inapp! content and online
predators. Balancing screen time, avoiding harmtul
wabsites and ensuring children angage positively caline
©an bo dificult without proper menitoring tools, Set cloar
boundari og n lons about online
aalety and uae parental Is to 9
exposure ond time effecti check-ins ‘
and positive reinforcement around dw habits

encourage safe online behavicur.
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5 PRACTICE FIRE

SAFETY PROTOCOLS 4D '8,

The incid ol b fires in during Christmos
due to greater use of candles, cookers ond electricol
decorations. Open flames, electricol cverloads and the
nnd‘oqudrnmcplameenmhlnodoty
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1o respond in case of a fire gency. Avoid k 9

unottended and use fire-safe condles to

cooking
Froert o ” SET souqumss %
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5 CREATE TRAVEL .
SAFETY PLANS

More families tend to travel dmlng the Mlldoyn
resulting in busier roads, ir d troffic and

distrocted driving B rover fin AaaEie Infhoonce.
S I
7 MAINTAIN SAFE

DECORATIONS

Fastive decerations such as Christmas lights and candles
can pose electrical, fire and choking hazards ¥
mishandied. Frayed wires, toppling Christmos trees, small
omamaents and open flames can be difficult to contred,
especially in busy households with children. Inspect and
maintain decorotions, secure Christmas trees, ploce
fragile or smoll items out of reach and ensure candles are
never left unattended. Testing smoke alarms and using
flome -retardant decorations con significantly reduce
risks.
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Some toys and gadgets can present choking, shorp-edge

or sofety risks, particularly for young children. Ensuring

that gifts meot sofety stondards and are age oppropriote
can be complex with 5o many options ovalloble. inspect
all toys carefully and ensure any tech devices have

weather-reloted hozards. Weother conditions, rood ra parental controds. Setting expectations around safe gift
fotigue end busy airperts can all compromise travel o y :‘:‘ and "::;:‘"‘9 :moho that poses arisk also helps

safety. Pack emergency kits and adhere to seatbedt laws.
Plan routes in advance and ollow extra traved time to
aveid rushing and mitigote risks on busy roads,

g ADDRESS STRESS * @ -
& FATIGUE

Holiday pressures con lead 1o burnout, which affects both
physical and mental health. Overpacked schedules and o
lack of downtime can couse stress and fatigue, leoading to

& BEWARE OF ALLERGIES

L als often involve many foods thot moay
contain allergens. Cross contamination, unclear
tabelling and locu of cllergy-Triendly opticns can leed to

any allergy needs to or poor decision making, Incorporate rest,
hocu.ptmowhfoodm_ Ives and carry r Y reguiar ines and sook support to reduce
medications ke antihistamines or EpiPens. Ioochlng ltnu Encouroge octivities thot pvomou reloxaotion to
children how to od) for th ves and craate a healthier, happier h Y oxp for
dangerous foods also contributes to umroclobmtlom. everyone,

PREVENT THE
R e 10 DRINK RESPONSIBLY XY

Alcohol is commaonly present ot holiday svents, raising

concerns obout sofety and supervision. Excessive alcohol

tion con kead to cccidents, impaired judgment

and lack of supervision for children, Designate

. responsible adults, Bmit consumption and provide
transportation alternatives for guests. Teaching

moderation and modelling responsible behaviour in from

Cold weother and seasonal sockalising can Increase
the sprood of vlmm like fiu and COVID-19, Crowded
ings, schools out of son and freq travel con
iead to higher Infection risks. Emphasise hyglene,
ination, disinf tunacuend Holate
wmphomﬂlc individuals, C with child

about proper hygiene practices Is essentiol to reduce the of children ensures that celebrations remain positive ond
tp'.dof.l“l. secure.
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Meet Qur Expert N The
James Whelan is o chartered heolth and safety consultant with 10 years 4 Nz .
of experience in promoting family and community safety. Specialising In . s NOtlond
fiak assesament and preventative strategies, he has worked with ‘ Colle ef
educational institutions, public health agencies and community groups g

to deliver safety education and training.
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Source: See full reterence list on guide page ot: https:{/nationalcollege.comfguides/satety-ovar-tha-festive-soason
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion, No Bability is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 11122024



Attendance Update

Attendance

Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2 93.8%

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

gvery Day Coung,

365 days in a calendar year

Equates

e ‘ ’ PERFECTION

03ch year

- w IMPRESSIVE
- v ON THE RIGHT TRACK
- ’ NEARLY THERE

- [ 4 NEEDS TO IMPROVE

- w SERIOUS CONCERNS

...being in school at least 97%
of time (184 to 190 days)

175 days non term days

All this time for shopping,
10 Days holidays, appointments etc...
absence
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92% 90% 80%

attendance attendance attendance

100%

attendance atte

very poor attendance
serious impact on education
and reduced life chances

Best chances of
success

Be In SCHOOL

i
Be (

nTIME



Tuesday 17th December
18th December

19th December

Friday 20th December

Monday 6th January
Tuesday 7th January
Monday 3rd February

Wednesday 5th February
Monday 10th February
Tuesday 11th February
Friday 14th February
Monday 24th February

Tuesday 25th February

Whole school panto trip

Early Years/KS1 Nativity 9.30am

KS2 Carol Service 10.30am

Early Years/KS1 Nativity 9.30am

KS2 Carol Service 11.00am

Christmas Day in school

(Breakfast in PJ's, a gift for each child, Christmas Dinner,
games and activities)

Break up

Teacher Training Day, school closed to pupils
Back to school

Mental Health/Wellbeing Week with parent meeting
2.45pm

Year 2 Come and Learn 2.45pm

E Safety Parent Workshop 2.45pm

E safety Day

Break Up for half term

Teacher Training Day (School closed to children)

Back to school

Years 3 and 4 will swim again each Thursday for the whole of this term (to Easter)



Monday SthDecember

Monthly Movie
Monday (Christmas
Film)

3.15pmto 5.00pm

Sign up on Parentpay

Wednesday 11" December

PTA Christmas Fair

3.00pm to 5.00pm

Children who travel on school
transport can go in early at 3pm.

Fair opens at 3.15pm after children
have been collected.

Friday 13™ December

Christingle Service at St
Leonard’s Church

10.00am to 11.00am

In the afternoon, all children will make
Christingles in class.

Tuesday 17" December

Beauty and the Beast
Pantomime at Royal

Depart school
9.15am, return ap-

Payment on Parentpay please, click the
“consent” button then paying.

Spa Centre prox. 12.30pm.
Wednesday 18" December | Early Years, Year 1 and 9.30am Tickets are free. 2 tickets per child, per
Year 2 performance of performance. A link will be sent to
“Prickly Hay” book.
Years345and 6 10.30am Tickets are free. 2 tickets per child, per
Carol Service performance. A link will be sent to
book.
Thursday 19" December Early Years, Year 1 and 9.30am Tickets are free. 2 tickets per child, per
Year 2 performance of performance. A link will be sent to
“Prickly Hay” book.
Years345and 6 11.00am Tickets are free. 2 tickets per child, per
(Years 3 and 4 will performance. A link will be sent to
swim as normal) book.
Friday 20" December Children can arrive in Timings as normal. Parents to send clothes in a bag for

pyjamas. Open gifts by

the “fire” in classrooms.

Games and crafts.
Christmas Lunch.
Christmas Film.

children who arrive in pyjamas.
Festive clothes please (Christmas
jumpers/dresses)




With ten presents to find hidden under the flaps, it's an action-

We're going on a sleigh ride, HO! HO! HO! Can you find the
hidden gifts? Whoosh! Off we go! Ho! Ho! Ho! Climb aboard
Santa's sleigh and join the fun as four bunnies set off on a
thrilling festive adventure.

Miss Cullen’s

Recommended Reads

packed treasure hunt! You'll need to watch out for the obstacles
along the way - snowy clouds, church spires, flocks of flying
geese - and help the sleigh back to the North Pole in time for
Christmas! The perfect Christmas gift, full of festive fun and

winter magic.

Joremy S1r0"8
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An extraordinary house on wheels is being towed along a forest track
by doleful Moose. On board the house are philosophical Fox;
distinguished Bear; theatrical Toucan, with his magnetic beak that
always points north; argumentative Little Owl, and loving, excitable
Young Llama.

With nothing but her little blue suitcase, Fox has left home to join the
animals' expedition to the Snowlands to see the Northern Lights.
They encounter many ups and downs on their journey, but it is
beneath the magic of the Lights that they must face their most heart-
wrenching loss...

By turns funny, thoughtful and heartfelt, this is a story about the
importance of art, music, books, shortbread biscuits and, ultimately,
saying goodbye to the ones we love.



Community Pages

St Leonard’s Church, Ryton on Dunsmore

Christmas Eve at 5.00 pm
Crib Service

Come and hear about the
birth of Baby Jesus

- everyone welcome




St Leonard’s Church, Ryton on Dunsmore
Sunday 22 December at 4pm
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Cardls
by Candlelight

followed By.mince pies
and something mulfled!




Ballet, Tap
Disco/Street Dance
Pre-School Dance & Adult
Tap

Classes held in Bubbenhall
& Wellesbourne




