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“Let your light shine” 
Welcome Back to Ryton!  

We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable summer break. It’s a real pleasure to welcome both our 
returning families and those joining us for the first time to a brand new school year at Ryton-on 
Dunsmore Academy.  The start of term always brings a sense of excitement, and we’re looking forward to 
a year filled with learning, growth and opportunities for every child to shine.  

A Special Welcome to New Families  

A particularly warm welcome to our newest families. Our Early Years team have done a fantastic job 
settling our Reception and Nursery children into their new routines. We’ve been so impressed by how 
well they’ve adapted - even joining us for assembly on Friday and again today. We’re also delighted to 
welcome new children across other year groups, along with their families. 

A Positive Start Across the School  

Across the school, the atmosphere has been one of positivity and purpose. As I walked through 
classrooms last week, I was reminded once again of what a special school we have. Our children have 
responded to the changes and ongoing work in school with great resilience and a positive attitude. 

Staff Training & Safeguarding Focus  

Before the children returned, our staff team came together for a dedicated training day, with a strong 
focus on safeguarding. It was a valuable opportunity to refresh our understanding of the vital role we all 
play in keeping children safe - the core purpose that underpins everything we do at Ryton. We’re proud of 
the culture of safeguarding we continue to build and maintain, and we’re grateful to our whole school 
community for supporting this essential work. 

I also shared our Academy Improvement Plan with staff, enabling us to hit the ground running in our 
continued drive for excellence across the school.  

MCAS App Update  

Thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued patience and support 
regarding the recent challenges with our new MCAS app. We’re aware that some 
activities and payment options are not yet available to all, and we’re working 
hard to resolve these issues. 

Finally, on behalf of the entire staff team, thank you for your kind words, cards, 
and gifts received at the end of last year. Your generosity and encouragement 
mean a great deal to us.  

Miss Cullen, Head Teacher 



Collective Worship at 
Ryton on Dunsmore 
Academy 

This year, we are delighted to be following Roots and Fruits 2, a rich and reflective collective worship 
resource that will guide our assemblies and classroom discussions throughout the year. Our theme 
for this term is The Word of Jesus, and each week we’ll explore a different Christian value — 
including Hope, Community, Dignity, Wisdom, Joy, and Peace. 

In class, children will have the opportunity to reflect on these values and discuss how we can live 
them out in our everyday choices, relationships, and learning. These moments of reflection help us 
nurture a school culture rooted in kindness, purpose, and spiritual growth. 

This morning, our first worship focused on the value of Joy, inspired by the verse from John 8:12:“I 
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”  

This message beautifully echoes our school vision and reminds us of the light we can bring to one 
another through joy, compassion, and shared purpose. 

Behaviour and School Culture at 

Ryton on Dunsmore Academy 

We’ve had a fantastic start to the term, and it’s been heartening to see our pupils settling back into 
routines with such positivity and respect. Across the school, children have demonstrated kindness, 
curiosity, and a real commitment to our shared values - whether that’s through teamwork in the 
classroom, thoughtful choices in the playground, or showing resilience in new learning challenges.  

Our staff have been reinforcing expectations consistently, and we’re proud of the calm, purposeful 
atmosphere that’s already taking shape. We continue to use our Behaviour for Learning Policy to 
guide pupils in making good choices, and we’re seeing strong engagement with our rewards systems 
- from verbal praise and recognition in assemblies to class-based incentives that celebrate effort 
and character. 

As always, we appreciate the partnership of our families in supporting behaviour at home and 
school. If you’d like to revisit our Behaviour policy or discuss any concerns, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out.  Together, we’re building a culture where every child feels safe, valued, and ready to 
thrive.  



Uniform 

A gentle reminder to please ensure that all items of school uniform are clearly labelled 
with your child’s name. We’ve already had a number of lost items this term, many of 
which unfortunately had no names and couldn’t be returned to their owners.  

Lost property is located just outside the hall, please feel free to check if your child is 
missing anything.   Thank you for your support in helping us keep belongings safe and 
easily reunited with their owners.  

Clubs 

Our free after-school clubs were launched on Monday, with choir and Fun Fitness.  On 
Thursday we start Papercraft with Mrs Lambeth, iDraw with Mrs Collins and Football 
with Miss Cullen.   

If you would like your child to join a club, please sign up on MCAS.  We would 
particularly love to see more children at choir, as we plan to take the choir to 
Birmingham in January to join thousands of other children for Young Voices 2026.  
Call/email the office if you are unable to sign up on MCAS. 

MCAS 

Apologies for the delay in loading Ark payments and swimming to MCAS.  This is 
outside our control and relates to world-wide issues with Bromcom, the system that 
runs MCAS.  We have received an apology from the company however most school are 
still experiencing issues.  This affects our ability to load new items and also log 
attendance, so the information you see on MCAS for attendance may be delayed. 

The timing for our school is a little unfortunate as we really wanted to show our new 
app as the positive step that we know it is.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Julie, School Office 



 

Attendance Update 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance data is analysed every day in our school by Miss Cullen and the office team.  

Please let us know if your child is absent from school by phone or email before 9.30am. 

Every day at school counts. The evidence is clear - even a few days of missed school can have a 
significant impact on a child's education and future prospects.  As a parent or carer, you have an 
important role in making school attendance a priority. Only keep your child off school when they are 
genuinely too ill to attend. Book medical appointments and holidays outside of school time whenever 
possible and talk to  us if you're having difficulties with attendance.   

All lateness has to be coded as per our 
Attendance Policy which is based on 
Department for Education guidelines. 

Children arriving after registration 
closes at 9am will be given a late mark 
“L” on your MCAS Attendance module.  
Arrivals after 9.30am will be given a 
“U” code.  This is an unauthorised 
absence. 

We will continue to show attendance 
information and achievements in our 
newsletter.  Thank you for your 
support. 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/category/schools/


 





Early Years 

Joey 

 

Year 1 

Grace 

 

Year 2 

Jessica 

 

Year 3 

Ivy-Grace 

 

Year 4 

Freddie 

 

Year 5 

Alex and Kai 

 

The “Values Award” for Respect went to Kieran 

 

Well done superstars! 



Miss Cullen’s 

Recommended Reads 

 

 

Miss Cullen’s  

Recommended Reads 

Pencil has written THE BEST STORY EVER and he 
can't wait to share it with you. But when Pencil's 
characters refuse to keep to the story, chaos 
unfolds. Can Pencil pull his story back on track 
so that EVERYONE can play a part and 
EVERYONE can enjoy it?  Pencil's Best Story 
Ever is celebration of creativity, story writing and 
resilience with fun characters children will love. 

This book feels like another instant classic 
from the award-winning team of former 
Children's Laureate Rosen and the 
incredible Ed Vere. Featuring an 
otherworldly collection of a dozen dazzling 
poems, Out of This World is full of poems 
to make you laugh, make you smile and 
make you think. Properly think.  

What if you lived in AD3528 and lived in 
Underwater London? Imagine a beast, a 
monster whose only food was letters, 
gobbling up the whole alphabet. What a 
nightmare that would be! What would it be 
like to be a red blood cell? Imagine a day in 
the life of a cat? What if you lived in a world 
of disaster daydreaming!  

Full of crazy scenarios and bursting with 
imagination, this hardback collection of 
poems is a joy. And complemented by the 
most beautiful black and white 
illustrations throughout, this is a book that 
will serve generations of children and 
adults for years to come. 




