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Welcome back to the new half term! It’s lovely to see the school buzzing with energy once ‘f’f 2
again, and a special welcome to the four new pupils who have joined us , we’re delighted
to have you as part of our school community.

L This time of year, is always busy, and we’ve certainly hit the ground running... nativity
[\ rehearsals are already underway! The excitement is building, and we look forward to \
sharing this special celebration with you in the weeks ahead. ”

Winter Weather

As the days grow colder, we kindly remind all parents to ensure children come to
school with warm, waterproof coats. We aim to keep playtimes outdoors
whenever possible and being dressed appropriately helps pupils stay comfortable
and enjoy their time outside. Thank you for your continued support as we embrace
the season and all the joyful learning it brings.

School Improvement - Strengthening Foundations for Learning

This week, we were pleased to welcome Mrs Baddeley back to Ryton for the
afternoon. As our School Improvement Partner for the year, Mrs Baddeley brings a
deep understanding of our school and a wealth of insight. Her development points
are always valued as we continue our shared commitment to improvement—
because we believe that we can always grow, both collectively and individually.

One key focus this term is strengthening pupils’ foundational skills. Across the
school, we will be revisiting:

- Number bonds and key times table facts

- Handwriting fluency

- Basic sentence structure, including correct use of capital letters and full stops

To supportindependent learning, we’ve introduced a visual prompt system using Communication in
Print, helping children recall key elements and apply them confidently in their work. We look forward
to seeing the progress pupils make this term as we embed these essential skills and continue to

raise standards across the curriculum.

Miss Cullen, Head Teacher



Our Eco Council has been in full
swing this term, taking proactive
steps to make our school more
sustainable. One of their first
initiatives has been monitoring
energy use—specifically identifying
where lights are being left on during
break and lunchtime.

In arecent assembly, they shared
their findings and highlighted key
areas such as the hall and library,
where lights are often left on

unnecessarily. As a result, pupils

and staff will now focus on ensuring
these spaces are powered down
when notin use.

This small but meaningful change will begin to reduce our carbon footprint, and it’s a powerful re-
minder that when we all play our part, we can make a big difference. Thank you to our Eco Council
for leading with purpose and inspiring us all to be more mindful of our environment.

#ANTIBULLYINGWEEK

Anti-Bullying Week - Power for Good

Starting Monday, we will be proudly celebrating Anti-Bullying Week with this year’s inspiring theme:
‘Power for Good’. The theme encourages everyone to use their voice, actions, and influence to stand
up against bullying and promote kindness, respect, and forgiveness.

Throughout the week, pupils will take part in a range of classroom activities and reflections designed
to deepen understanding and build empathy. These moments help reinforce our shared
commitment to creating a safe, inclusive, and caring school environment.

To kick off the week, we invite all pupils to take partin Odd
Socks Day on Monday—a fun and symbolic way to celebrate
individuality and show that it's okay to be different. Thank
you for supporting this important initiative and helping us
nurture a culture of compassion and courage.




Staffing Update - Welcoming New Faces and Sharing Plans

We’re delighted to welcome Maxine Bryan to our school team this week, working alongside Mr Har-
ris . We know that Mrs Bryan will be a fantastic addition to our school community, and we’re happy
to have her on board.

We’re also pleased to share that Miss Fearn is recovering well following her recent operation. She’s
very much missing her class and school life and is hoping to pop in over the coming weeks to gradu-
ally build up her time in school before the Christmas break. We wish her continued rest and recov-
ery.

Carle Class Staffing — Weekly Overview

Day Teaching Staff

Maonday Miss Cullen / Mrs Lambeth
Tuesday Mrs Craddick

Wednesday Mrs Craddick

Thursday Miss Cullen f/ Mrs Lambeth
Friday Mrs Craddick

Each day, the class will be supported by our wonderful team of Teaching Assistants: Mrs Firth, Mrs
Tombs, and Miss Ramsey. Their care and dedication continue to make a huge difference in the chil-
dren’s learning and wellbeing.

Pupil Support Payments — Helping Every Child Thrive

You may have noticed a new item available on the MCAS shop called ‘Pupil Support Payments’. This
initiative was introduced following discussions at our recent Governors’ meetings, with the aim of
supporting families in accessing wider curriculum opportunities—such as school trips, enrichment
activities, and special events.

In addition to helping pupils participate fully in school life, the fund will also be used to enhance our
resources, including the purchase of specialised or additional books to support learning across the
school.

If you feel able to contribute, you can do so by selecting ‘Pupil Support Payments’ in the MCAS
shop. Every donation, no matter the size, helps us ensure that all pupils have access to the rich and
inclusive education they deserve.

Thank you for your continued generosity and support.



Wider Curriculum Offer — Enriching Learning Beyond the Classroom

We’re thrilled to share some of the exciting opportunities planned as part of our
wider curriculum offer—designed to enrich pupils’ learning experiences and bring
the curriculum to life beyond the classroom.

Year 6 Bikeability - First Week of December \

nike
Year 6 pupils will be taking part in Bikeability training during the first week of
December. This programme helps children develop the skills and confidence to

cycle safely and responsibly. %

Whole School Pantomime Trip - 3rd December

We’re delighted that the whole school will be attending the pantomime at the Belgrade Theatre on
Tuesday 3rd December. It promises to be a joyful and memorable experience for all. Paymentis now
open via the MCAS app.

British Museum Visit — Early Spring Term
Looking ahead, pupils in Years 1-6 will have the opportunity to visit the British Museum in London in

the early spring term. This trip will support learning across history, art, and culture. Please keep an
eye on the MCAS app for further details and payment information.
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Being Our Best - Assembly Reflections and School Values

During Wednesday’s assembly, pupils were invited to reflect on what it truly means to

fulfil their potential and strive to be their very best. We explored the idea that no one is

perfect all the time—but when we consistently try our hardest, whether it’s putting more
effortinto our learning, managing our emotions, or simply remembering to walk calmly in the
corridor, we take important steps on our journey toward becoming the best version of ourselves.

Our behaviour system is designed to support every pupil in achieving their best. When children find it
difficult to meet expectations, we use targeted interventions to ensure the safety, wellbeing, and
success of all pupils and staff.

One of our core school values is forgiveness. We believe that every day is a fresh start, offering each
child the chance to learn, grow, and continue their journey with confidence and support. Thank you
for reinforcing these values at home and helping us nurture a culture of kindness, resilience, and
aspiration.



Remembrance Day - Honouring and Remembering

On Tuesday, our school will observe a two-minute silence to honour those who lost
their lives in the World Wars and in conflicts around the world.

This moment of reflection allows us to pause, remember, and show gratitude for the
sacrifices made in the pursuit of peace and freedom.

Let Us Not Forget
In silence now, we bow our heads,
For lives once lived, for tears once shed.
The poppies bloom in crimson red,

A symbol of the brave who fled.

They marched through fear, through mud and rain,
With hope and courage, love and pain.
Their stories echo, soft and deep,

In hearts we hold, in dreams we keep.

So let us stand, both young and old,
With kindness fierce and spirits bold.
For peace they fought, for peace we strive -

Their memory keeps our hope alive.

Let us not forget.




By Lily



SPOTLIGHT ON
ROWLING CLASS

Year 5 and 6 have been reading 'Wolves in the Walls' by Neil Gaiman, which is
a great picture book for older readers. We practised noun phrases for

description, making sure speech shows what the characters are like and using
longer sentences for action.

Finally, we wrote our own versions in the same style.

Tired and cold, they huddled next to the shed at the bottom of the garden.
What shall we do now?” asked Leah.

| think we should go and live at the top of the Eiffel tower where the clouds
will be our pillows and the birds will feed us macaroons for ever]” exclaimed

Leah’s mum with much excitement.

There were giratfes eating all mum's homamada pizza and getting tomato paste all over
the walls,

The oldest giratte was reading all Min's books and nibbling the paper. The youngest
wiatto played with all of Michaol's cors and accldentally sat on some of them,

And most of the gitattes were blasting music and dancing, making oll the ornaments
Lol ot

Musaad

\nside the house everything was quiet.
Mum was baking for the neighbours as usual.

Dad was lifting weights in the basement as normal.

HO10 sloop becouns the tapping sounded much quioter. it

000 s = Luker pUL the bedshoets over his head..,
Amy was just scrolling on Tiktok until Luke came in and started jumping on
the bed.

nthe middie of the night when everything was still he could hear alligators

plotting their wicked plans ang Squealing, hissing, banging and clattering.
Ldn!n.u“m naises like that!

57" said Mum, clueless.







Year 5 and 6 have also been using a program from Purple Mash called 2DIY3D to start
designing our own video games based on mazes.
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In RE we have started thinking about how beliefs about land affects our customs and ac-
tions. The children have drawn a place that is special to them.




In French, Mrs Lambeth reports that Year 5 and 6 have been learning to say ‘Ou habite...

They have looked at names of countries, family members etc.




PE this half term Health Related Exercise and gymnastics, putting together
sequences of movement and balances, matching and mirroring, and practising
control and excellence in every movement - not as easy as it sounds!

Mrs Gayler and Miss Bright
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VALUES AWARD X

This is awarded to pupils who have *

shown our school values of:

Love Honesty

Forgiveness

The latest recipients of our
Values Award are:-

lvy Grace in Year 3 and

Kylah in Year 2 *

Well done to you both!

X



STAR LEARNERS

X

Star Learner has been awarded to:- *

3k 3 5 o 34

Early Years

Evalyn and Rosie

Year 1

Arla and Jayden

Year 2

Sawyer

Year 3
Bella and Eddie

Year 4

Veerun, Jacob and Artemel

Year 5

Jaxson and Kai

Year 6

Sophie and Felicity

X
*
%




Diary Dates

Mon 10th November 2.45pm

Tues 11th November 11.00am

Wed 17th-21st November

Tues 25th November 4.00pm to 6.00pm
Wed 26th November 3.30pm to 5.30pm
Fri 28th November

1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th December

Wed 3rd December 10.15am performance

Year 6 Parent Meeting for SATS

Act of Remembrance

Assessment Week

Parent Consultation Meetings

Parent Consultation Meetings

Flu vaccine by nasal spray for Rec-Y6
(for children who have consent)
Bikeability for Year 5/6

(limited spaces, priority to Y6 pupils)
Whole school trip to Belgrade Theatre for

Pantomime.

(Menu change for panto day, we will swap Friday and Wednesday) Wednesday will be fish, Friday will

be roast.

Thurs 4th December 2.45pm
Wed 10th December 10.00am
Tues 16th December

Wed 17th December 10am
Thurs 18th December 10am

Fri 19th December

Time to Shine! Wilde Class

Christingle Service at St Leonards Church
Attendance Reward Event

Early Years/KS1 Nativity

Early Years/KS1 Nativity

Our Christmas Day at RODA, including

Christmas Dinner

Menu change for last week of term, Friday Fish will be served on Wednesday.

Mon 5th January

Mon 26th January

Break up
Back to School

Young Voices event in Birmingham



' Attendance Update

Attendance % for last week

Attendance percentage

Mursery 2 100.0%

78.0%
100.0%
97.1%

100.0%

Attendance Matters - Celebrating Punctuality and Supporting Progress

Well done to all the children who arrived on time last week! Your commitment to punctuality is recog-
nised and celebrated—your Early Bird reward will be a special treat of cake and a drink with Miss Cul-
len, taking place across the afternoons this week.

In school, we aim for all pupils to achieve 96% or higher attendance. This benchmark ensures that
children receive their full entitlement to education and have the best chance to reach their potential.
When attendance falls below this level, it can increase the risk of pupils falling behind their peers and
becoming disengaged from learning.

— 96% or higher

Attendance Letters & Support Meetings

This week, letters will be sent to families where attendance is a concern. Miss Cullen would like to
invite parents in for a supportive conversation about how we can work together to improve attend-
ance. We know our pupils well and understand that there can be genuine barriers—but by working in
partnership, we can reduce these and create positive change.



WEDNESDAY 3*° DECEMBER +
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PANTOMIMETRIP -,

Thanks for all the payments so far!

Please let the office know if you need to activate
your My Child at School app to make a payment.



Miss Cullen’s

Recommended Reads
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